Christmas Program
By Megan Pettus
I put this program together for our ward in 2006. The narration includes quotes from latter-day prophets, other general authorities, and the scriptures.  The musical numbers are pretty much whatever you want them to be!  They’re not ultra-specific to the narration.  More musical numbers could be added in at various points in the narration.  This program was intended to be short and spiritually sweet.
Narration Topics:  

· Revelations concerning Christ to those in ancient America (N. Eldon Tanner)
· Nephi’s vision of Christ’s birth (1 Nephi 11:13-21)
· 2 Nephi 19:6 (quoting Isaiah--Wonderful, Counselor, etc.)

· Making the Christmas story our own--following the star to find the Savior, kneeling at His feet, offering Him gifts, coming unto Him in our daily lives. (Sister Betty Jo Jepsen)

· Love one another, peace on earth, celebrate joyfully; summation of the Christmas message (David O. McKay)
Musical Number
Narration:
“While the prophets in the old land were receiving revelations from God, the people of Lehi on this, the American continent, were not left without guidance….He revealed to them also… that he would come, that he was the Savior of the world, that he would be persecuted and crucified, and that he would be resurrected…They were told of the signs which would be shown on this, the American continent, at the time of Christ’s birth and crucifixion.  Every word which had been revealed to them regarding these events was fulfilled.”  N. Eldon Tanner
600 years before it happened, the prophet Nephi learned about the Savior’s birth in a vision:
“And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the great city of Jerusalem, and also other cities.  And I beheld the city of Nazareth; and in the city of Nazareth I beheld a virgin, and she was exceedingly fair and white.

And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me; and he said unto me:  Nephi, what beholdest thou?  

And I said unto him:  A virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins…  

And he said unto me:  Behold, the virgin whom thou seest is the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of the flesh.  

And it came to pass that I beheld that she was carried away in the Spirit; and after she had been carried away in the Spirit for the space of a time the angel spake unto me, saying:  Look!

And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing a child in her arms.  

And the angel said unto me:  Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father!  Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?

And I answered him, saying:  Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.

And he spake unto me, saying:  Yea, and the most joyous to the soul...” 1 Nephi 11:13-21
Musical Number: Choir
(We did "Once In Royal David’s City,” arranged by David Zabriskie. 
I purchased and downloaded it on www.ldsmusicsource.com)

Narration:

Isaiah also prophesied of the Savior’s birth hundreds of years before it occurred.  
He wrote:
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called, Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  2 Nephi 19:6

Congregational Hymn: What Child Is This? 
Arr. by Sally DeFord
Narration:

“I believe that each of us can re-create that familiar scene in Bethlehem in our own lives.  We can have a star to follow just as the Wise Men did.  ‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.’  (Psalms 119:105)  The scriptures can light our way, and our testimonies can be a light from within.  The voices of angels can be the voices of our beloved prophet and His servants.  We can kneel at the feet of our Savior just as literally as the shepherds and the Wise Men, but we do it in prayer.  The gifts we bring are our talents.  We can shout ‘Hosanna’ like that angelic choir and spread the good news by bearing our testimonies.  Each new day is an opportunity to bind ourselves to act according to what we know.  By works of righteousness, we can come to Him each day of our lives just as if we had trod in our sandaled feet the rocky path to Bethlehem, holding a staff or bearing gifts.”  Sister Betty Jo Jepsen
Congregational Hymn: # 203 Angels We Have Heard On High
Arr. by Sally DeFord
Narration:

“That we might love one another, and through that love contribute to the establishment of peace.  That was the great message heralded by the heavenly hosts at the birth of the Savior, when they declared, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men...’  

Have a joyous time in celebrating Christmas--for despite discouragement and disheartening conditions throughout the world, it is the happiest season of this whole year.  But let us ever keep in mind that people are most blessed whose daily conduct most nearly comports with the teachings and example of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, at whose birth was proclaimed:  Peace on earth.  Good will toward men… 

To proclaim this message to an indifferent world is the divine responsibility of the Church.  What greater message could there be?”  David O. McKay
Musical Number
(We used “Still, Still, Still/Stars Were Gleaming” by Todd McCabe and April Moriarty. 
I purchased and downloaded it on www.ldsmusicnow.com.)
Closing Remarks/Talk
Closing Hymn:  O Holy Night

 Arr. by Sally DeFord
