Upon Them Hath the Light Shined

A Christmas Play

[Dark]

voice over: 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; they 


that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 


light shined.  (Isaiah 9:2)

[Light comes up from a single lamp on a father reading from the  scriptures]

[enter daughter]

daughter:  
Hey Dad, can I talk to you?

Father:  
Sure, have a seat [sits, dad closes scriptures]  



What’s on your mind?

daughter:  
Well, it’s just that. .  . I don’t know.  I guess I’m worried.  I 



mean, everything in the whole world seems to have gone 



crazy, and I guess I’m a little afraid of the future.  What kind 



of a future can I have with so many evil people out there?  I 



used to think the future was exciting and bright, but now it 



seems so dark.  Does that make sense? [dad nods]  How 



can I ever have hope?

father:  
You know, I had this exact conversation with your grandma when I 


was your age.  I had the same worries.

daughter:
Really??  Grandma was always so calm, even when everyone else 

was worried..  So, what did she tell you?

father:  
Well, you know grandma.  She didn’t tell me anything, 

together:  
She sang it.

father:  
Right.  Boy, did she love to sing. [song intro begins] I can still 


hear her.  She probably even sang this song to you.

song:  The Most Beautiful Story that’s Ever Been Told

(Song by Sally DeFord--available at www.defordmusic.com)

daughter:  
I always loved to hear her sing that.  But dad, that song is about 


Christmas, not about my life now.  I don’t understand how that is 


supposed to help me.

father:  
I said that too.  But as we talk about this, you will understand.  


A little over 2000 years ago another group of people had some of 


the same troubles we have today--a lot of wickedness, wars, and I 


bet some of the kids your age were wondering some of the same 


things you are.  Their futures seemed pretty dark, too.  And then, 


because He loved the people, the Lord sent a prophet to talk to 


them.  They weren’t too happy about some of the things he was 


saying, so they kicked him out of town. [lights come up on 


Zarahemla--light on family gradually fades.  dad 



continues talking as Samuel appears on wall ] 



something like that doesn’t usually stop a prophet, so he got on the 

wall of the city and 

daughter:  
that’s Samuel the Lamanite!  He told the people to repent, 



[Nephites throw rocks and arrows at Samuel] 



and they threw rocks at him and shot arrows at him but they 



couldn’t hit him.

father:  
right.  then Samuel said, “Behold, I give unto you a sign. . . “

[Father and Samuel speak the words together, Dad fades out]

Samuel: 
 “. . . give unto you a sign, for five years more cometh, and behold, 


then cometh the Son of God to redeem all those who shall 



believe on his name.  And behold, this will I give unto you for a 


sign at the time of his coming; for behold, there shall be great lights 

in heaven, insomuch that in the night before he cometh there shall 


be no darkness, insomuch that it shall appear unto man as if it 


were day.  Therefore, there shall be one day and a night and a 


day, as if it were one day and there shall be no night. . .  and it 


shall be the night before he is born.  and behold, there shall a new 


star arise, [intro for “Samuel tells of Baby Jesus begins] 

such an one as ye never have beheld; and this also shall be a sign 

unto you. 

Primary Chorus sings First Verse of “Samuel tells of Baby Jesus” (Children’s Songbook, p. 36) as lights go down on Zarahemla

Lights come up on family

Father:  
Some of the Nephites repented, mostly because they couldn’t hit 


Samuel with their stones and arrows, but most of the people 



rejected him, and sadly, there was, as Mormon put it “little 



alteration in the affairs of the people.”  I guess they were just too 


busy to have any room in their hearts for the truth.  And for five 


years, not much changed in Zarahemla.  It was the same story in 


Bethlehem. {Lights come up on Joseph and Mary, 



traveling, knocking on door of inn, innkeeper 



shaking head] You remember the story in the scriptures:  {Dad 


reads from the scriptures}  ”And it came to pass in those 


days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all 


the world should be taxed.  And all went to be taxed, every one into 

his own city, And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 


of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 


Bethlehem; To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 


with child.”  Joseph and Mary could find no place in 
Bethlehem; 


{Song intro begins} no one would make room for them or for 


their very special child. 

Song:  The Innkeeper (Let Him In)

(Song by Michael McClean, available in the book “The Forgotten Carols”)

[note--if this is unavailable, Sally DeFord’s “No Room” will also work here]

Lights off Bethlehem, up on Zarahemla--Nephi sitting, writing on gold plates

Father (vo) 
The prophet Isaiah was right.  Even before He was born, “He was 


despised and rejected of men.”  Most of the Nephites had no room 


for Him, either. 

2 Nephites rush in, worried 

1st Nephite 
Nephi, do you know what’s going on out there?? The unbelievers 


are gathering people up and . .  .

2nd Nephite (interrupting) And if Samuel’s sign isn’t given tonight, they will 


kill all of us!  What are we going to do?  And it’s nearly sunset!

Nephi 

[shakes head sadly]  I know, I know.  I still am so saddened and 

amazed at the darkness in the hearts of men.  But do not worry.  I 


have spent most of the day pleading with the Lord to spare His 


people, and ‘the voice of the Lord came unto me saying:  Lift up 


your head and be of good cheer; for behold the time is at hand, 


and on this night shall the sign be given, and on the morrow come I 

into the world, to show unto the world that I will fulfill all that which I 

have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my holy prophets’  And 


as Jacob told our fathers nearly 600 years ago, ‘none of the 



prophets have written, nor prophesied, save they have spoken 


concerning this Christ.’ [song intro begins] I am so grateful to 


actually be alive to see fulfilled what they saw in vision long ago!

Song:  Peace is Born on Earth   (sung by Nephi)

(Song by Sally DeFord, Available at www.defordmusic.com)

As song ends, the 2 Nephites look out the window

1st Nephite:
 Look, Nephi, the sun is setting

2nd Nephite:
 and it’s not getting dark.

Nephi:  
and tomorrow the Savior, the Light of the World, will be born.

Lights out on Zarahemla, up on empty Bethlehem

Father

While amazing things were happening in Zarahemla, things were 


quiet as night fell on Bethlehem.

daughter:
Dad, it may have been quiet, but one of the most amazing things 


that ever happened]  was happening there in that little town. 



[song intro begins
(congregation sings)

Song:  “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem” (hymns #208)--

piano bridge between two songs

Primary Chorus:  2nd verse, “Samuel Tells of Baby Jesus”

daughter:
You know Dad, I’ve heard this story for as long as I can remember, 


but this time I am beginning to see that if I want it to really mean 


something to me, I have to make room for Jesus in my life and 


heart and let His teachings light the way for me.

Song:  “O Holy Night”  (All three verses)

(available from Day Murray Music)

[during song, shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, wise men move as suggested by song, then everyone stays put surrounding the manger, lights stay on nativity as father speaks, focusing more and more on the manger itself]

Lights come up on Family

Father:
Everyone who has ever accepted the Savior and followed Him has 


had the darkness in his life replaced by light, for truly Jesus is the 


light of the world.  No matter how dark and difficult our days may 


be, no matter how dark the future may appear, we can have peace 


and hope.  He promises, here in John, “These things I have spoken 

unto you, that ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have 


tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” 


[song intro begins] That is why Moroni ended the Book of 


Mormon by pleading with us to Come unto Christ.  That is why our 


prophet today asks us to Come unto Him.  And that is the only way 


we can have peace. 

Song:  Come unto Him

(The song is from the New Testament Media CD from CES.  A cd with the song and accompaniment track is available for $1.00 from www.ldscatalog.com, at the distribution center, or ask your seminary teacher  Sheet music is available from CES--call 800-453-3860 and ask for CES  A shorter version was also printed in The New Era

This Play takes about 35 minutes.  We did some interesting things with lighting which really added a lot.  For help with that or any other production questions, you can email me at locookies@hotmail.com

