The Gifts

By Carl W. McBrayer

Christmas Program 

Prelude Song 1: He is Born, the Child Divine, Primary Children's Choir

Reading #1: 

The Holy One of Israel sleeps within a crib of hay.

The Resurrection and the Life; the Light, the Truth, the Way.

The Son of Man and Word made flesh; the Begotten Son of God.

The Stem and Root of Jesse; the Bright and Morning Star.

The shepherds knell in reverence to the Lord Emmanuel.

The Wisemen offer homage to the Stone of Israel.

The Holy Babe is stirring; He gently gives a nod

The King of kings the Source of Light; Son of the Living God

The Son of Mary awakens at the sound of little lambs.

The Firstborn of all spirits, the Messiah and Great I Am.

The Desire of all Nations who was born to Adam's race

The Creator of the Universe; and finisher of our faith.

Alpha and Omega; the Beginning and the End

The Lord of Hosts; Prince of Peace; and Savior of all men.

Mighty in the day of battle; Eternal Judge of all

Now nestles in His mother's arms within a cattle stall.

Narrative 1: 

Our Savior's names are abundant and significant in their meanings! He is the Christ, the Messiah, and the Savior of mankind. He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is Jehovah, the first and the last; he who liveth; he who was slain; he who is our advocate with the Father.

The Apostle Paul wrote: "Wherefore God also hath exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name Jesus every knee should bow... And... every tongue... confess that Jesus Christ is Lord..." (Philippians 2: 9-11)

It was King Benjamin who proclaimed: "I say unto you, that there shall be no other name given nor any other way nor means whereby salvation can come unto the children of men, only in and through the name of Christ...salvation was, and is, and is to come, in and through the atoning blood of Christ, the Lord Omnipotent." (Mosiah 3:17-18) 

Song 2: Jesus, Lord, At Thy Birth

Narrative 2:

 "And when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh." The wisemen offered gifts of earthly value to the Christ child as their way of honoring the newborn King of Israel. Earthly gifts, though perhaps beautiful or even valuable are still fleeting in their nature. Our gifts to the Christ child require more spiritual and personal elements.

King Benjamin also explained that if we wish to become saints we must be as children "submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon [us], even as a child doth submit to his father... And behold the time cometh`, none shall be found blameless before God, except it be little children, only through repentance and faith on the name of the Lord God Omnipotent." (Mosiah 3: 19, 21)

Luke recorded that the people brought unto Christ their children "that He would touch them: but when His disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus... said, "Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein." (Luke 18:15-17)

Reading #2 

The Savior called their children and blessed them, one by one.

As He had before in Galilee; when He suffered them to come

"Except ye be converted and become as one of them,

Unto my Father's kingdom ye shall never enter in.

Whosoever shall be humble as a little child of love.

Shall be greatest in the kingdom of my Father up above.

And whoso receiveth one of them in my name receiveth me

And receiveth my Father's kingdom and forever shall there be." 

Then He spake unto the multitude, "Behold your little ones!"

As a midst of fire encircled their daughters and their sons.

The angels clothed in glory from heaven did descend.

And the multitude bore record; they did minister to them. 

The Savior calls His children still; He blesses us, one by one.

As He did before in Galilee, He beckons all to come

As we become as little children with faith upon His Name,

An eternal crown of glory in His kingdom we shall gain.

Narrative 3: 

If we desire to be His Saints, we must become as children "submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon [us]."

In our examination of this powerful scripture we come to realize that the attributes we are commanded to acquire are the very same ones upon which the Savior patterned His own life. Surely, the application of each of these attributes into our lives would be appropriate gifts for the Christ Child.

Song 3: Come Unto Christ

Narrative: 

On the night of His betrayal after He had washed His apostle's feet He instructed the Twelve, "Know ye what I have done unto you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then your Lord and Master have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example. that ye should do as I have done unto you." (John 13:12-15)

The Apostle Peter taught that "God [had] anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: [and He] went about doing good..." (Acts 10:38)

Over a century before the Savior's birth King Benjamin prophesied that the Lord "shall go forth... working mighty miracles, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, causing the lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear..." (Mosiah 3:5

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man, which was blind from his birth. (John 9: 1-7)

Reading #3 

Throughout the busy marketplace you hear the plaintive cry,

Of Amos the old beggar calling those who pass him by.

His song is one of charity, the words he speaks are few, 

"Alms for old blind Amos; May the Lord God smile on you."

As Christ walked through the marketplace his disciples questioned Him,

"What caused this man to be born blind, was it punishment for sin?"

"The reason," the Master taught, "is not because of sin,

But rather that the works of God be manifest in him."

Are we not beggars? Who daily plead unto our Savior to intercede?

When clouds of darkness cause us despair

Do we not seek our dear Lord's care?

When Jesus saw old Amos; compassion filled His heart

He anointed the old man's eyes with clay then told him to go wash

He did as Christ commanded and came back praising God.

He looked into his Savior's eyes and saw the Light of Love.

And we at times like Amos have in darkness lost our way

'Til Jesus comes and anoints us with the Gospel's healing clay

His song is one of charity, the words He speaks are few.

"Upon the cross of Calvary my child I died for you."

Are we not beggars? Who daily plead unto our Savior to intercede?

When clouds of darkness cause us despair

Do we not seek our dear Lord's care?

Aren't we like Amos? Who in our needs beg our Savior to intercede?

When doubts and sorrows rob us of sight

Do we not seek the One True Light?

Narrative 4:

Surely the gift of one's self is priceless! Our Savior "went about doing good" to set the example for us. The Apostle Paul in his epistle to Timothy stated that Christ was "a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting." (1 Timothy 1:16)

Let us therefore, as Saints of the Most High God, offer to the Christ child the matchless gift of self in our service one to another. Let us seek to become as the Christ: "Submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon [us]." Let us be therefore be one in service; in our service to Him and in our service to one another.

Song 4: Make Us One 

Narrative 5: 

The word hand, as used in the scriptures, also has various meanings. It is sometimes related as an instrument of destruction as in First Samuel. Referring to those who had stolen the Ark of the Covenant the "hand of the LORD was heavy upon them... and He destroyed them..." (1 Samuel 5:6) 

To lift up one's hand, was a way of taking an oath as in Genesis wherein Abraham said, "I will lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth... " (Genesis 14:22) 

Those who inherit Eternal Life are described as being on the right hand as recorded in a revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith wherein the Lord says, "Continue in these things even unto the end, and you shall have a crown of eternal life at the right hand of my Father..." (D&C 66:12)

The Lord's hands are also used in describing His creative powers. Moses was shown the "workmanship of his hands." (Moses 1:4) Unto Enoch the Lord stated that He could "stretch forth [His] hands and hold all the creations which [he had] made." (ibid., 7:36)

During His mission upon the earth, however, the Lord often used His precious hands in the service of others.

Reading #4 

The hands which formed from chaos a million worlds of light

And fashioned realms of glory also gave the blind man sight.

The hands of which the winds obeyed and calmed disciple’s fears

Raised the widow's only son and dried a mother's tears.

The hands of He who takes upon our sorrows as his own

Are reaching out to guide us back unto His Father's throne.

If we would gain the Kingdom of our Savior up above

Our hands with His must intertwine touching others with His love.

The hands, which cleansed the Temple of the merchants and their ware

Within the garden felt the pain of Him who knelt in prayer.

The hands, which healed the servant’s ear by evil men, were bound

And nailed upon a cross of wood that mercy may be found.

The hands of He who takes upon our sorrows as his own.

Are reaching out to guide us back unto His Father's throne.

If we would gain the Kingdom of our Savior up above

Our hands with His must intertwine touching others with His love.

Song 6: The Greatest Among Us

Narrative 6: 

The initial stage of the atonement was accomplished at a place known as Gethsemane. The name means 'oil press' and probably has reference to a mill at the place for the extraction of oil from the olives there cultivated. The garden as the place of atonement is richly symbolic. Jesus tread the winepress alone. His blood, as the oil from the sacred olives, was "pressed" from Him by the weight of our sins causing Him to "bleed at every pore," (D&C 19:18)

Reading #5 

Within a grove of olive trees in a garden on a hill

Our Lord and precious Savior came to do His Father's will.

He left His three disciples and continued up the path

To tread the winepress all alone; the winepress of God's wrath.

The Savior's soul grew heavy as the burden quickly came

And in His pain and anguish called upon His Father's name.

He cried out, "Abba, Father! All things are possible with Thee!

If there is another way remove this cup from me!"

And then, as He said once before in a different place and time,

"Father, let thy will be done, and the glory forever Thine!"

"Was for this hour that I was born within that cattle stall

Was for this hour I came to earth to save from Adam's fall.

Was for this hour I'll bear the pain of dark Gethsemane

Was for this hour that I'll be judged and nailed upon a tree."

Now in His greatest hour, as before upon the Mount

He found His three disciples fast asleep upon the ground.

"What? Could ye not watch with me even for one hour?

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation's power."

And then, as He said once before in a different place and time,

"Father, let thy will be done, and the glory forever Thine!"

Then He went a little further and fell upon His face

And in that hour of anguish bore the sins of Adam's race.

Which suffering caused Him, even God, to tremble because of pain

That we through faith upon His Name may still the Kingdom gain..

And then, as we once heard Him say in a different place and time,

"Father, let thy will be done, and the glory forever Thine!"

"Was for this hour that He was born within that cattle stall

Was for this hour He came to earth to save from Adam's fall.

Was for this hour He bore the pain of dark Gethsemane

Was for this hour He drank the cup and died for you and me."

Narrative 7: 

Our gift to you is the real meaning of Christmas. It’s not something you can find in a store or in a package tied with ribbons and bows under the tree. It is the gift of self, the gift of charity; the pure love of Christ. As King Benjamin so wisely stated:

“I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God.” (Mosiah 2: 17)

May we be in His service and do as He did as He “went about doing good…” (Acts 10: 38) for this indeed was the reason for His birth, His life, His suffering and His death… These are the real reasons and gifts of Christmas.

Song 6: Because He Lives 

