“Testify of Christ”
· Piano plays softly – “Silent Night / Still, Still, Still”  arrangement by Sally DeFord

NARRATOR: “At this time of year, as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, we hear the words of our Church leaders testifying to the divinity of Jesus Christ.  Called as special witnesses of Christ, they add their testimonies to the words of the prophets from the beginning of time.  From the great faith of Adam, to the beautiful poetic words of Isaiah, to the simple power of the Prophet Joseph and down to present Church leaders, all the prophets have declared that God lives and His Only Begotten Son is our Savior.  How Grateful we should be that God sent his Only Begotten Son to earth to do the things that no other living person could have done.”   Testimony of President Howard W. Hunter.  (“Our Lord and Savior,” New Era, Dec. 1994, p. 21.)

“As you and I walk the pathway Jesus walked, let us listen for the sound of sandaled feet.  Let us reach out for the Carpenter’s hand.  Then we shall come to know Him….  We will discover He is more than the Babe in Bethlehem, more than the carpenter’s son, more than the greatest teacher ever to live.  We will come to know Him as the Son of God, our Savior and our Redeemer”.  Testimony of President Thomas S. Monson (Ensign, May 1986, p.39)

Listen closely to the testimony of those who actually lived during the time of Christ’s birth.  Each has a testimony to share.  Each played a historic and splendid part in the Greatest story every told.  As you listen, seek to feel the spirit bear testimony in your own heart and mind of the truths given.

TESTIMONY OF ELIZABETH, COUSIN OF MARY

 (Luke 1:39 – 56) 

     A Certain priest named Zacharias, and his wife Elisabeth, were very righteous and kept all the commandments of God.  Unfortunately for them, they had no children, because Elisabeth was barren and they were very elderly.  One day when Zachaiarias was performing his duties in the temple, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, sharing the wonderful news that his wife Elisabeth would bear him a son and they should call his name John.  The angel went on to tell him that John would be such a wonderful son and that he would be significant in preparing the way for the coming of the Lord.   Zacharias was troubled and said, “ I am an old man, and my wife is old too.”    The angel Struck Zacharias dumb because of his doubting that this miracle could happen and until months later, he could not speak even to tell his wife of the Angels visit.

     Soon afterwards, his wife Elizabeth conceived the baby.  When Elizabeth was in her 6th month of pregnancy,  Mary, the mother of Jesus, who was also the cousin of Elizabeth, visited her.  Mary’s visit was to share with Elizabeth her wonderful news that the Holy Ghost told her that she had been chosen of the Lord, to bare the Son of God.  When Mary told Elizabeth of these wondrous things that had happened to her, the Babe inside of Elizabeth “Leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost.  Elizabeth bore her testimony and said, “Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of they womb.”

       After Elizabeth had spoken, Mary also bore testimony and said; “My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  for, behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.”  Mary continued to testify of the greatness and the power of God.”

· SONG:  “ Little Babe”  Ward Choir Sing
· Piano plays softly – “Mary’s Lullaby”  p. 44-45 Children’s Songbook

TESTIMONY OF MARY, MOTHER OF CHIRST

(Luke 1: 26-35)

        Little is known of Mary’s earth life.  We do not know for sure where she was born, nor when, nor who her mother and father were.  All we know of her early life is that as a young woman, she was living in Nazareth.  It was the custom at that time, for a girl to be betrothed at a very early age, sometimes even at infancy, and to wait until the age of puberty for the marriage vows. 

         In Luke 1: 26 – 38, we are told of a miraculous event.  Mary, who was a virgin and espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, was visited by an angel.  

     The angel said, “Hail thou art highly favored, the lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women.”

     When Mary saw him, she was troubled with what he had said, and the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou has found favor with God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in they womb, and bring forth a son, and shall call his name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”  

     Prior to this visit, Mary, a virgin, had become espoused to Joseph the carpenter.  This was not a married relationship at this time and according to the Jewish custom, it only meant that Mary and Joseph had participated in an espousal ceremony, also known as a betrothal or making sacred the bride.  It was more like becoming engaged as we do today.  

     Mary said, “How shall this be, knowing that she was not yet married to a man.  

     The angel answered her and said, “ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God”.  He also told her that her cousin Elisabeth, had also conceived a son in her old age, who was once barren.  The angel went on to say that “With God, nothing is impossible.”  

     Mary then said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” 

      Mary’s life reveals a pattern of righteousness and that she was faithful and obedient to the word of God.  She expressed joy for God’s blessings, and that she was ready to receive God’s witness and counsel from his servants.  .  Mary was given the unique privilege and responsibility of bringing the great Jehovah into the world, in which he would obtain a body of flesh and bones, experience mortality and continue his mission for the redemption of mankind.  The significance of this mortal birth was more critical than we often realize.  It was not an experimental thing or an event that was optional in the plan of salvation.  The part divine, part mortal Jesus was an absolute necessity.  The human family could be saved in no other way, and Mary willingly became the mother of He who brought salvation to man.

· SONG:  “ Daughter of God”  by Janice Kapp Perry

                 Sung by: Sop. (2)

                               Alto (2)
· Piano plays softly – “When Joseph Went to Bethlehem” p. 38 - 39
TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH, FATHER OF JESUS

(Matt. 1: 18 – 25)

      In (Matt 1:18 – 25) we read that an Angel appeared to Joseph telling him that Mary had conceived the son of God, telling him his name shall be JESUS, and telling him to not put her away.  According to the law at that time, Joseph could have accused Mary of violating the marriage covenant and brought her to a public trial.  Such a trial could have resulted in a death sentence.  He thought about these things and had decided rather than do this; he would release her privately from this marriage contract.  

     In Matt. 1:20 – 23, we read that the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and said unto him, ”Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.   

     The angel continued and said that the Virgin Mary shall be with child, and they shall call his name Emanuel, which being interpreted is “God is with us.”

     Joseph’s noble character is exemplified in the virtues of faithful obedience as well as of integrity, as when he woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had bid him, and took unto him, Mary as his wife.  

     Little is known about the honorable Joseph, the just and faithful carpenter who was entrusted from on high to foster the Only Begotten Son of God.  We do know that with a valiant heart he did as he was bid by the angel in a dream; he took Mary as his wife and nurtured her and her Son with loving kindness.  There must have been opportunities at the end of the working day when tools were pushed aside and Jesus took time to learn his Father’s business.  Perhaps he did so with Joseph at his side.  Certainly, in the process of tutoring the growing Jesus, we can imagine that Joseph would have been learning as much as he was teaching.  For us, Joseph is a remarkable example of parental guidance and love.  Fro him we see that there is much we can learn about humility and meekness from our little ones.  (Simon Dewey)

    ( Please share  a brief,  1 minute, testimony of the truths of the things you have just spoken, about the personality, and thoughts of Joseph.)

· SONG:  “When Joseph Went to Bethlehem” p. 38-39 Children’s Songbook 

                            Sung by Children:

· Piano plays softly -   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  Sally Deford arrangement

BETHLEHEM & NO ROOM IN THE INN

(Luke 2: 1-7)

      In Luke 2: 1 – 5,  we read that there was a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. Everyone was to go to their own city and pay their taxes.  Joseph and Mary were of the house and lineage of David, so it was necessary that they journey at once to Bethlehem, a distance of ninety-five miles over a rough and rocky road.  If it were possible to make thirteen miles a day, it would take seven days and a very hard journey, for one who was “Great with Child”.  Joseph walked, and led the donkey that held his precious wife who was great with child.

     Passing through Jerusalem and going on to Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary applied in vain for space to stay and rest.  Courtyards provided space for camels and donkeys to rest and refresh with water.  Rooms were simple roofed enclosures with little privacy, and travelers competed for space to spread their blankets on the floors. Joseph felt a heavy burden of responsibility upon his shoulders, and must have been filled with worry and haste as he searched in vain for a place to house his wife and soon to be born son.  Because there was no room for Joseph and Mary not even one of these inns, they took shelter in a stable.  

     It is not known how long Mary was in Bethlehem before Jesus was born. The scriptures tell us in Luke 2: 6-7,  that while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.   Generally, once an infant was delivered in those times, his skin was washed and cleansed with water, then gently rubbed with salt to guard against infection.  Then the infant was “placed in a folded square of cloth, and then wrapped in swaddling bands that restricted movement.”   Thus… “She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.   (Luke 2: 12)

     It is also not known if anyone assisted Mary at the birth of her first baby.  We can be assured, however, that she was watched over by angels as the Messiah entered into this mortal life.  

     All that transpired between that sobering point and the moment Mary held the infant Jesus I her fragile arms, must have been a sure witness of God’s omnipotence.  Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart and doubtless looked to the futures.  In the magnificence of her situation, she must have been bemused that this defenseless babe, to whom she had given life, with all the attributes and needs of any infant, would someday surrender his life in order that she might live.  She must have wondered, as she looked into His tiny face, how this child would one day be called the Son of the highest, inheriting the throne of David, ruling over the house of Jacob forever, Lord of a kingdom without end.  

· SONG:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  arrangement by Sally DeFord 
            Choir and Congregation sing   1st vrs.  Men only Sing in unison

                “     “            “              “     2nd vrs. Women only Sing in unison

           Choir only sing                         3rd vrs.  4 part harmony

· Piano plays softly:  “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night”  Sally DeFord arrangement with flute playing the melody.
TESTIMONY OF THE SHEPHERDS

(Luke 2:8-18)

     That night, a brilliant new star shone in the heavens.  Halfway around the world, Nephi, son of Nephi, the son of Helaman, wrote, “And it came to pass also that a new star did appear, according to the word” (3 Ne. 1:21). 
     And there were in that same country, Shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  It began like most other evenings.  The fire had been started and their simple diner eaten.  The men reclined together under a clear sky and they remarked about the stars.  The stars sparkled above them with a brightness that few were sure to miss.  There was also that one star that seemed to almost burst forth from the sky.  The very brightness of the star shedding a strange, yet glorious light on the earth below.  

     In the background the sheep lowed softly to each other, as if to echo the words of the shepherds.  All was peaceful and the men’s low voices carried only a little distance I the still night air.  The night deepened and the shepherds settled in for the night.

     All was quiet and still, when a light brighter than anything they had ever witnessed before, brought them leaping to their feet.  In terror and confusion, they beheld one among them whose radiant appearance caused their hearts to leap.  There was no doubt in their minds, who stood before them.  Clinging to each other, they listened to the message that and Angel of the lord had brought to them.  

   “Fear  not, for, behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day, in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  

     And as suddenly as the angel had spoke, a multitude of heavenly host began praising God and saying… Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men.  The light and the splendor of the praises filled the night and the Shepherds were awestruck.  Some fell to their knees, while others fell on their faces praising God.  

     And it came to pass as the angels were gone away from them, back into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which has come to pass.  They marveled that they of lowly state, were chosen by the Lord to have Angels share this wondrous message.  

     They didn’t have to be told twice, and forgetting about their sheep, they hurriedly made their way toward Bethlehem guided by the brightness of that star that they had noticed earlier that evening.  They spoke among themselves over and over those things that they had witnessed.  (Luke 2: 8 – 18) 

     Have you ever wondered why God chose the shepherds as the first to receive the invitation to come to Bethlehem to see the newborn King?  Perhaps it speaks about the tender mercy that God has toward all who truly need His message of love and encouragement.  You see, the shepherds were just simple and ordinary people.  They were meek and mild, and very humble in their circumstances, and needs.   The Shepherds really had nothing to offer to the Christ child but themselves.  They were chosen by God to witness and testify of the birth of his son.  They had no gifts to give, but the were able to see the Hope of all mankind, and the gift that his life had for them for eternity.  He was their salvation. 

     The shepherds moved throughout the dark and crowded city, searching for the newborn king.  It was not long before they found Him.  In a simple stable, surrounded by the blessed Mary and the humble Joseph, Jesus Christ of whom the angels sang, lay in the manger.  

     Falling to their knees, in their simple and humble way, they worshipped the babe.  Love filled their hearts, and in gratitude they praised the Lord for allowing them to be a witness to the birth of the Savior of the world.  With quiet excitement they told their story of being in the presence of an Angel of the Lord telling us of this marvelous birth, and of the bright and glorious light, and of the heavenly hosts singing praises to God.  

     Mary listened and pondered those things that she had heard in her heart.   

     The shepherds departed, but made known and testified abroad the things that they had been told concerning this child. Many people wondered at those things that were told them by the shepherds.  And the Shepherds continued to testify, praising and glorifying God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told to them.  

· SONG:  “Shepherd, Leave Thy Sheep” – Sally DeFord arrangement (SAB)

                            Sung by Ward Choir

· Piano plays softly:  “With Wondering Awe”  Hymns p. 210

TESTIMONY OF THE WISEMEN

(Matt. 2:1-12)

      Wisemen (how many is not recorded), guided by a new star, came to Bethlehem to worship Jesus sometime after his birth.  Who these men were we are not told, however tradition usually speaks of three because of the three gifts of gold frankincense and myrrh and if they were serving in the capacity to be a witness, there would be a necessity to have been two or three.  It is certain they were not ordinary men.  That they were privileged to search out the Son of God and give him gifts, and that they were spiritually sensitive and knowledgeable, suggests that they were actually prophets on a divine errand.  The customary identification of them as astrologers is a gross misrepresentation.  They evidently were holy men form a land east of Palestine. (MAGI) Their spiritual capacity is evident: They were able to see the star when others could not; they knew it’s meaning, and brought gifts to the young child, and they were warned of God in a dream to return to their home by a safe route.  Their knowledge was precise and accurate.  It seems likely that they were representatives of a branch of the Lord’s people somewhere from east of Palestine who had come, led by the Spirit to behold the Son of God and who returned to their people to bear witness and testify that the King Immanuel had indeed been born in the flesh. 

(Taken from the Bible dictionary p. 727, 728, 789)

     After Jesus was born in Bethlehem, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we saw His Star in the east and have come to worship Him.  Herod, heard this and he was troubled, and privately called the wisemen, and enquired of them about what time the star appeared.  Then he asked them to go to Bethlehem and search diligently for the young child and when they find him, bring Herod word that he could come and worship Him also.

     When they had heard the king, they departed and the star which they saw in the east went before them until it came and stood over where the young child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced, and when they came to the house they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down and worshipped him and presented him with their treasures.  

     The greatest gift that the Magi had for Jesus was not that they had traveled thousands of miles to see Him.  Neither was it the fact that they had the ability to give Him expensive gifts.  The greatest of the gifts that they had to give was that they bowed at the feet of the child Jesus and worshipped Him.  They were acknowledging and testifying that He was indeed the long awaited Savior.  

· SONG:  “Star Shine for Me again” sung by the Ward Choir
· Piano play softly & slowly one octave higher than written “Angels We Have Heard on High” Hymns p. 203
JESUS CHRIST, TESTIFY OF HIM

NARRAROE:  In the most humble of surroundings, the most precious infant in all history was born.  This Child, was “The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” To Mary and Joseph that night, so many years ago, his blessed name was simply Wonderful.  Let us rejoice as we reflect on this sacred event that was Christ’s birth.  And as we remember the magnitude of God’s love in allowing his Son to leave his side and enter a world of sorrows, let us in our hearts, in our homes, and throughout our lives call him Wonderful. (Simon Dewey) 

     In the Nov. 1986 Ensign, President Gordon B. Hinkley offers his testimony of Christ. He said, “ I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the eternal, Living God.  None so great has ever walked the earth.  None other has made a comparable sacrifice or granted a comparable blessing.  He is the savior and the Redeemer of the world.  I believe in Him.  I declare His divinity without equivocation or compromise.  I love Him.  I speak His name in reverence and wonder.  I worship Him and I worship His Father, in the spirit and in truth.  I thank Him and kneel before His wounded feet and hands and side, amazed at the love He offers me.  God be thanked for His beloved Son who reached out long ago and said to each of us: ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest’.”

      May we add our testimonies of Christ to those that have been given this day,  remembering His life & His example, His Sacrifice, and all that he has done for us, as we daily strive to become more like Him.  We say these things in his Holy name, Jesus Christ, Amen.
· CLOSING SONG:  “ Angels We Have Heard on High” Hymns  p. 203

                                                 Choir & Congregation sing
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