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NARRATOR: (Background music- How Great the Miracle) Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

READER: The King of kings, the Lord of lords, Jehovah; the Great I AM-- our Savior and Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, even the Lord Jesus Christ, chose not to be born within a royal palace or a stately mansion. He, who was the Lord God Omnipotent, the Only Begotten Son of the Father in the flesh, the long awaited Messiah chose to lie in a manger. He, who was destined to come forth with all power in heaven and upon earth; was not wrapped in the finest silks or linens but in common swaddling bands as the child of an unknown peasant girl and a carpenter from Nazareth.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem…

To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. (Begin music)

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. 

CHOIR: How Great is the Miracle (4:00)

NARRATOR: Within a darkened cattle stall the Miracle begins. 

Upon that Holy Night of nights outside old Bethlehem; 

A baby cries, his mother smiles, with Joseph looking on. 

Upon that Holy Night of nights the Light of Hope was born. 

We cannot tell and we may never know all the circumstances of that holy night. According to tradition, the stable would have been a rudimentary cave. Mary gave birth to her baby on the ground of a dark stable. The scriptures suggest that no midwife assisted Mary at the birth of her son; no other woman intervened. With her own hands she wrapped Him in the swaddling clothes, on her own, as both mother and midwife, “and laid Him in a manger.” (Begin music) The wrapping of an infant in swaddling clothes following birth was the duty of a midwife.[i] Only Joseph and the animals were present for the delivery. Because there was no cradle, she wrapped her tiny infant in simple cloth bands and laid him in a feeding trough. 

SOLO: When Mary Sang Her Lullaby (5:30)

NARRATOR: Within a darkened shepherd’s field the Miracle begins. 

Upon that Holy Night of nights outside of Bethlehem; 

The blaze of Heaven’s Glory awakens dream filled eyes. 

Upon that Holy Night of nights glad tidings fill the skies. 

READER 2: And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

On the night our Saviour was born, the angelic messenger came to those who were "keeping watch over their flocks by night." Now, these were neither ordinary shepherds nor ordinary flocks. On the road to Jerusalem, near Bethlehem was a tower, known as Migdal Eder, or the "watch-tower of the flock” where shepherds watched the flocks destined to be sacrificed upon the Temple altar as a similitude of Him who was born on that night of nights. Special care was given to be sure none were injured for any blemish or injury to an animal would disqualify it from being sacrificed. So to these humble servants caring for the sacrificial lambs the angel announced the birth of The Lamb of God.[ii]
READER 3: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and the Lamb; the celestial music filled the skies and resounded throughout the vastness of Heaven’s creations. Chorus after endless chorus of angelic voices joined in as the Celestial anthems reverberated above the hills of the Judean countryside: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Leaving the sacred flocks to heavens care, the shepherds in haste find the Holy Child and begin to make known what God had revealed to them. They may have spoken to Joseph and Mary and inquired concerning how the knew the baby was the Messiah. Mary may have briefly shared, very humbly; the angel Gabriel’s visit and Joseph may have shared the angel’s words to him in a dream. The shepherd’s later reporting of the event was without doubt impressive for the scriptures state, "And all those who heard about it marveled at those things that were told them by the shepherds"

"But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart." (Start music) The day would come when she too would testify of the divinity of her son. A time when she will bear witness of all that she knows concerning the infant now asleep in her arms.

CHOIR: There Within a Stable (4:00)

NARRATOR: Upon the shore of Galilee the Miracle begins.

The Living Bread, five thousand fed as manna from heaven. 

If any man shall eat this bread he shall forever live. 

The Living Bread, five thousand fed Eternal Life He gives. 

The Lord Omnipotent . . . shall go forth amongst men, working mighty miracles, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, causing the lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear, and curing all manner of diseases.

…God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed… for God was with him.

READER 4: Throughout the busy marketplace, one hears the plaintive cry,

Of Amos the old beggar calling those who pass him by.

His song is one of charity; the words he speaks are few,

"Alms for old blind Amos; may the Lord God smile on you."

As Christ walked through the marketplace his disciples questioned Him,

"What caused this man to be born blind, was it punishment for sin?"

"The reason," the Master taught," is not because of sin,

But rather that the works of God be manifest in him."

When Jesus saw old Amos; compassion filled His heart

He anointed the old man's eyes with clay then told him to go wash.

He did as Christ commanded and came back praising God.

He looked into his Savior's eyes and saw the Light of Love.

And we at times like Amos have in darkness lost our way

'Til Jesus comes and anoints us with the Gospel's healing clay.

His song is one of charity; the words He speaks are few,

"Upon the cross of Calvary my child I died for you." (Start music)

Aren't we like Amos? Who in our need beg our Savior to intercede?

When doubts and sorrows rob us of sight

Do we not seek the One True Light? 

CHOIR: I Come to Him (5:30)

NARRATOR: Within a darkened olive grove the Miracle begins.

Upon that Holy Night of nights outside Jerusalem;

The Son of God beneath our load with Father looking on;

Upon that Holy Night of nights the Hope for all was born. 

READER 5: He took Peter, James, and John with him on into the Garden…and said: "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here and watch." 

Then separating himself from his chief apostles Jesus ventured further into the darkened recesses of the garden alone. Upon him now was that awful hour for which he had been born within that stable at Bethlehem. As the weight of the collective sins of his vast creations pressed down upon him he trembled because of pain and bled at every pore. Then in an incomprehensible way he satisfied the demands of universal justice and ransomed all who would repent and believe in faith upon His holy name. He had treaded the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God alone.

Soon thereafter, his robe still drenched in precious atoning blood and his body drained of strength he is confronted by Judas (Begin music) and the temple guards and led away with a rope around his neck, as a common criminal.

SOLO: It Was For Me (5:00)

NARRATOR: Amid the cruel laughter and jeers of the Roman soldiers his back was beaten with reeds and a crown of thorns is pressed into his trembling brow… (Start music) Then they scourged him with a multi-thonged whip into whose leather strands are woven sharp bones and cutting pieces of metals. Truly he was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.

Upon a lonely hillside the Miracle begins.

Upon that rugged cross of wood dying for our sins.

A crown of thorns; His broken flesh His Mother looking on;

Upon that rugged cross of wood that man may be reborn. 

READER 6: At Calvary, Christ was laid down upon the cross. "His arms were stretched along the cross-beams; and at the center of the open palms, the point of a huge iron nail was placed and driven through the flesh into the wood." His feet were also nailed to the cross, which was slowly raised and fixed firmly in the ground. Every movement would be agony to the fresh wounds in his hands and feet. [iii]
Jesus was nailed to the cross on that fateful Friday morning, probably between nine and ten o'clock. "At noontide the light of the sun was obscured, and black darkness spread over the whole land. The terrifying gloom continued for a period of three hours. . . . It was a fitting sign of the earth's deep mourning over the impending death of her Creator" [iv]
At the ninth hour Christ uttered that anguished cry, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? In that bitterest hour the dying Christ was alone. So that the supreme sacrifice of the Son might be consummated in all its fulness, the Father seems to have withdrawn . . . His immediate Presence, leaving to the Savior of men the glory of complete victory over the forces of sin and death" [v]
READER 7: “[Once] His atoning sacrifice had been accepted by the Father, and that His mission in the flesh had been carried to glorious consummation, He exclaimed in a loud voice of holy triumph: 'It is finished.' In reverence, resignation, and relief, He addressed the Father saying: 'Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.' He bowed His head, and voluntarily gave up His life" [vi]
As the peace and comfort of a merciful death freed him from the pains and sorrows of mortality, he entered the paradise of God. When he had made his soul an offering for sin, he was prepared to see his seed, according to the messianic word. These, consisting of all the holy prophets and faithful Saints from ages past; these, comprising all who had taken upon them his name, and who, being spiritually begotten by him, had become his sons and his daughters, even as it is with us; all these were assembled in the spirit world, there to see his face and hear his voice. [vii]
NARRATOR: Within a darkened sepulcher the Miracle begins.

Upon that Holy Sabbath morn outside Jerusalem;

The stone rolled back, the empty tomb the angels’ guard Him home.

Upon that Holy Sabbath morn ascending to His throne. 

READER 9: After some thirty-eight or forty hours—three days as the Jews measured time—our Blessed Lord came to the Arimathaean's tomb, where his partially embalmed body had been placed by Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea. Then, in a way incomprehensible to us, he took up that body which had not yet seen corruption and arose in that glorious immortality which made him like his resurrected Father. He then received all power in heaven and on earth, obtained eternal exaltation, appeared unto Mary Magdalene and many others, and ascended into heaven, there to sit down on the right hand of God the Father Almighty and to reign forever in eternal glory. [viii]
His rising from death on the third day crowned the atonement. Again, in some way incomprehensible to us, the effects of his resurrection pass upon all men so that all shall rise from the grave. As Adam brought death, so Christ brought life; as Adam is the father of mortality, so Christ is the father of immortality. And without both mortality (Begin music) and immortality, man cannot work out his salvation and ascend to those heights beyond the skies where gods and angels dwell forever in eternal glory. [ix] 

NARRATOR: Within a darkened, broken life the Miracle begins.

If we will open wide our hearts and freely let Him in.

Our burdens He will lighten our sorrows He will share.

If we will open wide our hearts and forever keep Him there. 

READER 10: [Of all of the miracles] which was the greatest? Was it to open blind eyes, cast out devils, or cleanse lepers? Was it to calm storms, walk on water, or feed thousands with a few barley loaves and a little savory of fish? Or was it to raise from death the daughter of Jairus in Capernaum or the widow's son near Nain, thus giving life… and calling back spirits from the realms of the departed? [x]
Perhaps the greatest miracle is none of these; perhaps it is the healing of sin-sick souls so that those who are spiritually blind and deaf and diseased become again pure and clean and heirs of salvation. Perhaps the greatest miracle of all is that which happens in the life of each person who is born again; (Begin music) who receives the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit of God in his life; who has sin and evil burned out of his soul as though by fire; who lives again spiritually, and, perchance, if need be, is also healed physically.[xi] 

NARRATOR: Upon that Holy Day of days the Light of Hope was born.

To show us all the only Way that blessed Christmas morn.

He came that man might live again if we but let Him in.

For it is within our hearts, we find the Miracle begins. 

(Start music) 

And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

CHOIR: Because He Lives (4:00)
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