Here is the Christmas program our stake did in 2001. It was very 
simple, but effective. We involved the congregation as much as we could 
with lots of congregational hymns. Most of the songs are familiar hymns. 

Other songs can be substituted as long as they fit the subject.
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An old man dressed in Biblical attire makes his way to the front of the 
chapel. He uses a large staff to support himself. With him are a group of 
young children, holding onto his hand, his robe, or walking near him. There 
is obvious affection between them. The group makes it's way to the front of 
the chapel where there is a platform with a bench and a scroll, wrapped in 
cloth, lying on the bench. The man sits on the bench and the children 
gather around him, some standing next to him, some sitting at his feet. One 
child sits next to him on the bench. The man tenderly unwraps the scroll 
and shows it to the children. The children are very interested and come 
closer to see what it is.

Grandfather: Here we are children, this is what I was telling you about.


Child: What is it grandfather?


Grandfather: This is the most precious thing that I own--the Holy 
Scriptures. This is what I wanted to show you today. On this ancient 
scroll are the most important words ever written by the hand of man.


Child: (standing to look at the scroll, running his fingers gently across 
the page) Why are these words so important?


Grandfather: Because these words come from God himself! They speak the 
truth. (pause) I am an old man, a poor man. I have nothing to leave you when 
I am gone. (urgently) This is what I want you to have. Let me tell you the 
story again so you can carry it in your hearts always.
The story begins long before you were born, in a quiet little town not 
far from here--Bethlehem. (Begins reading from the scroll)


"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." (Micah 
5:2)


So you see children, being small is nothing to be ashamed of! (He 
smiles and puts his arm around the child sitting next to him, the child 
responds warmly.)


Who could have imagined that it would all begin in little Bethlehem? 
But so it happened. You know children, God uses many means to fulfill his 
promises. He can even use an emperor!

 (Reading from the scroll)
"And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David which is 
called Bethlehem; to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
child."


 Would you do something for your old grandfather? (Children 
nod or murmur yes) Would you sing that song for me again, you know which one I like--the song 
that tells how Joseph went to Bethlehem. (the children agree)

SONG: WHEN JOSEPH WENT TO BETHLEHEM
(after song children sit on front row)

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

Grandfather: (speaks to audience) Thank you, thank you. How I love that 
song! Let me return to our story and read what happened to Mary and Joseph 
while they were in Bethlehem.


"And so it was, that while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first-born son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn."
(Luke 2: 7)


Those word always pierce my heart."No room, no room!" How could there 
be no room for Jesus Christ, the very son of God? (shakes his head sadly )

SONG: NO ROOM

Grandfather: (Reading again from the scroll)
"And there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord."
(Luke 2:8, 9, 10, 11)

SONG: STAR OF BETHLEHEM

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: THE FIRST NOEL

Grandfather: And so the humble shepherds were the first to hear the great 
news. But they were not to be the only witnesses. The message was also 
given to the learned wisemen.

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
'Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in 
the east, and are come to worship him'.and lo, the star.went before them, 
till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into 
the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him." (Matthew 2:1, 2, 9, 10, 11)

HYMN: WITH WONDERING AWE

Grandfather: The wisemen were indeed wise men. They knew and recognized 
the Savior of the World when they saw Him.
"And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them. 
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart." (Luke 
2:18-19)

SONG: The Rocking Song

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: AWAY IN A MANGER

Grandfather: Well children, I see it's getting late. We'll come back 
another day and I will tell you the rest of the story. But before we go, I 
would like to read you the words of Isaiah the prophet.He happens to be one 
of my favorites.


"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord.to comfort all that mourn."(Isaiah 61:1-2)


"The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty 
God the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace!" (Isaiah 9:6)

BRASS FANFARE (A small brass ensemble performed from the rear of the chapel 
and accompanied the choir as they sang the following hymn)

ANGEL CHOIR (This was a choir that entered the chapel and stood in the 
aisles, surrounding the congregation as they sang): HARK THE HERALD ANGELS 
SING

CONGREGATION AND ANGEL CHOIR: JOY TO THE WORLD, SILENT NIGHT
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